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Trypanophora semihyalina Kollar, [1844]
has been reported from Southwest India to
Northwest India and Northeast India
(Ahmed et al., 2015). In December, 2023,
I encountered a caterpillar of T.
semihyalina for the first time in Thane
district, Maharashtra, followed by a second
observation in Gadchiroli district of the
same state in February, 2024 (see Fig. 1).
The caterpillar found in Doddhi S. in
Gadchiroli was feeding on Tendu
Diospyros melanoxylon (Ebenaceae) (see
Fig. 2) and the one that was found in
Ambivli Biodiversity Park, Kalyan (Fig.3)
was recorded feeding on Tamarind
Tamarindus indica (Fabaceae). | tried
rearing the caterpillar from Ambivli site;
however, it was unsuccessful as the
caterpillar escaped after feeding for two
weeks. The caterpillar has been identified
from Sheikh et al. (2021). This
observation marks the initial recording of
T. semihyalina in Maharashtra,
representing a range extension from
Central India towards Western India.
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Fig 3: Caterpillar feeding on Tamarind in
Ambivli Biodiversity Park
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