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The Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus cristatus 

(Linnaeus), is a rare winter visitor to Northern India and 
Pakistan, from Sind to Assam and Manipur. It is known to 
occur in Rajasthan and Gujarat in the west and Orissa in the 
east (A Ii & Ripley, 1987). Even though this bird was reported 
earlier in Andhra Pradesh (Krishna Raju, 1983; Taher & 
Pittie, 1989) at Thadipudi near Visakhapatnam, no recent 
sight record has been reported. 

Our team conducted limnological and biodiversity 
studies during 1996-1998 on the Kondakarla Lake, which 
is a natural shallow freshwater lake, situated about 40km 
southwest of Visakhapatnam city, in between latitudes 
17°35'30" and 17°36'02"N and 82°59'27" and 83o0l'O"E 
longitude. On 29th December 1997 the author had an 
opportunity of observing five Great Crested Grebe on the 
lake near Gollalapalem area, with large number of other 
teals like Coot, Fulica arra (more than 300), Red Crested 
Pochard, Netta rujina ( I 2Q+) Shovellers, Anas clypeata (6Q+), 
Common Pochard, Aythya ferina (25•) and other unidentified 
teals (100'). In a close view with the binoculars. their 

humpbacked appearance, long slender neck and their striking 
plumage were immediately recognizable. Interestingly all 
the grebes were in winter plumage, without long ear tufts, 
and in bright adult plumage. These birds were seen feeding 
most of the time in the area, where the submerged 
macrophytes like Chara vulgaris and Hydrilla verticillate 
were in abundance. The next day these birds were observed 
again near Waadrepally area of the lake. 
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The roots of crop plants are constantly exposed to 
many soil micro-organisms, and infection by one pathogen 
may alter the host response to subsequent infection by 
another (Taylor, 1970). Fusariwn solani causing tomato wilt 
is one of the most important soil borne organism and its 
infection causes heavy crop losses. The development of 
fusarium wilt disease has been reported to be enhanced by 
the infection of root-knot nematode (Mai & Abawi, 1987). 
In nature, root-knot nematode Meloidogyne incognita and 
the fungus F. solani have been found associated with tomato. 
In such situation the losses to tomato become much more. 
It is not known whether there is any relationship between 
the two organisms. The present investigations are made to 
determine the relationship between M. incognita and F.

1olani on lom�to. 

The inoculum of the fungus was raised on potato 
dextrose broth at 28°C (Riker & Riker, 1936). The fungus 
was grown in 250 ml Erlenmeyer flask and the inoculum 
was used for inoculation. The plants were inoculated with 
blended fungal mat @ 2g/pot. The inoculurn of root-knot 
nematode was raised from single eggmass on tomato. The 
plants were inoculated with 1000 J

2 
second stage juveniles. 




