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The Lycaenid genus Euaspa Moore, 1884, 

commonly known as hairstreak butterflies, is 

distributed across the Himalayan range to 

southeastern Asia (Wangchuk et al., 2021). 

According to Das et al., (2019), there are 14 

species of Euaspa worldwide. Koiwaya (2002) 

described six new species of Euaspa from 

different countries of southeast Asia such as 

Laos, Myanmar, India and Vietnam, of which 

two were described from India, namely: E. 

miyashitai Koiwaya, 2002 from Darjeeling in 

West Bengal and E. mikamii Koiwaya, 2002 

from Arunachal Pradesh. Sidhu (2007) 

reported E. milionia from Uttarakhand and 

Himachal Pradesh. Koiwaya (2007) 

recognized 12 species under Euaspa genus. 

Recently, E. uedai was described from China 

(Koiwaya 2014). Huang (2016) described E. 

zhengi from China. 

Five species of Euaspa are reported from India 

till date, namely: Euaspa milionia milionia 

(Hewitson, [1869]), E. pavo (de Nicéville, 

1887), E. mikamii Koiwaya, 2002, E. 

miyashitai Koiwaya, 2002 (Varshney & 

Smetacek 2015) and E. motokii Koiwaya 2002 

(Das et al., 2019). Gupta and Mondal (2005) 

mentioned E. pavo (de Nicéville, 1887) from 

Assam (Margherita) and Nagaland. Recently, 

Das et al. (2019) reported the first record of E. 

motokii Koiwaya, 2002 from India and a new 

distribution record of E. mikamii Koiwaya, 

2002 from Dihing-Dibang Biosphere Reserve 

of Arunachal Pradesh, India. More recently, 

Wangchuk et al., (2021) recorded E. pavo and 

E. motokii from Bhutan. This paper 

contributes a new locality to the known 

distribution range of E. pavo from the state of 

Sikkim, India.   

Observation 

 On 09.xi.2021, a single individual of E. pavo 

was photographed (Image 1, 2) at around 

15:34 hr near Lingdem, Upper Dzongu, North 

Sikkim, India and the elevation is 

approximately 3614 m. The individual was 

sighted in a dry basement besides agroforestry 

land, where the species was basking in the sun. 

Since the original description of E. pavo by de 

Nicéville from Bhutan, de Nicéville (1890) 

mentioned that a male specimen of this species 

was also collected from Margherita in Upper 

Assam by Mr. Doherty and later Tytler (1915) 

also reported male and female specimens from 

Naga Hills (Nagaland).  

The present report extends the known 

distribution of the species westwards to 

Sikkim. 
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Fig.1 & 2:  Euaspa pavo (de Nicéville, 1887) 




