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CONFIRMATION OF LESSER SWIRLED HAWKMOTH MARUMBA
INDICUS (LEPIDOPTERA: SPHINGIDAE) IN BIHAR, INDIA

MANU MANJULA!, RAKESH KUMAR! & MANISH BHARDWAJ?

12p G. Department of Zoology, Magadh University, Bodh Gaya 824234 Bihar, India

2Department of Zoology, S.N. Sinha College, Warisaliganj, Nawada 805130 Bihar, India

Reviewer: Peter Smetacek

The Lesser Swirled Hawkmoth Marumba
indicus (Walker, 1856) (Lepidoptera:
Sphingidae) is a little- known moth
reported from a few locations in India. So
far, it has only been recorded from within
India. The type locality is ‘North India’.
Bell & Scott (1937) reported it from the E.
Himalaya and S. India, having bred it in
the Kanara district of Karnataka. D’ Abrera
(1986) reported it from North and Central
India. Smith (2010) reported it from
Nepal. Melichar et al. (2018) reported it
from E. Himalaya and S. India, noting that
in Karnataka, it occurs in forested as well
as open landscapes and is ‘very rare’.

On August 15,2024, a single male
specimen of M. indicus was found at a
private home in Rajgir, Bihar. It was being
attacked by ants, who had bitten off the
antennae. The specimen was collected and
identified at the Butterfly Research Centre,
Bhimtal, Uttarakhand.

Marumba indicus (Walker, 1856) (Figure
1)

Smerinthus indicus, Walker, 1856. List
Lep. Ins. British Mus. viii: 254 (N. India)

Marumba indicus, Rothschild & Jordan,
1903. Revision of Sphingidae. p.283
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Material examined: 1 J: 15. viii.2014
Rajgir, Bihar (73 m amsl)

Forewing length: 33 mm

Known distribution: E. Himalaya, southern
India (Bell & Scott, 1937; Melichar et al.,
2018); Nepal (Smith, 2010).

The present record extends the known
distribution of this moth to Bihar. Its
known larval hostplants, Sterculia villosa,
Helicteres isora (Sterculiaceae); Bombax
malabaricum (Malvaceae) and Grewia
tiliaefolia (Tiliaceae) (Melichar et al.,
2018) are present in the area and the
presence of this moth is not unusual, since
all known conditions for its colonization of
the area are present.
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Figure 1. Marumba indicus Rajgir, Bihar
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