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Podagarica fuscicornis (Chevrolat, 1837) 

(Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae: Galerucinae) is a 

species of small jumping beetle. Chrysomelids 

are leaf beetles but, unlike other leaf beetles, 

they have a characteristically enlarged femora. 

The enlarged femora allows these insects to 

jump when they are disturbed, due to which 

they are also known as flea beetles. The adult 

flea beetles feed on plant leaves, stems and 

petals. During normal feeding, small holes are 

made on the leaf surface but during heavy 

infestation they damage a larger area by the 

combined effect of all the individuals. They 

are considered as a pest on many agricultural 

crops including mustard and rapeseed. 

Numerous garden plants are also attacked by 

these beetles, which feed on the flowers of 

Gardenia and Rothmannia species. 

Podagarica fuscicornis mainly infests plants 

belonging to Malvaceae family (Dobson, 

2001).  Common marshmallow (Althaea 

officinalis L.), Alcea rosea, Lavatera, Malva, 

Cotton (Gossypium sp.) and Kenaf (Hibiscus 

cannabinus) are commonly infested by these 

beetles (Farahbakhsh, 1961; Modarres Awal, 

1997; Bohinc et al., 2011; Troukens, 2018). 

Adults feeds on flowers and leaves while 

larvae feed on the roots. Also, it has been 

recorded damaging plants belonging to 

Lamiaceae and Urticaceae (Petitpierre, 1985). 

The global distribution of P. fuscicornis is 

from the Canary Is., Portugal and the U.K. 

eastwards through the European 

Mediterranean region (as far north as Poland, 

Denmark and Ukraine) to Asia (Azerbaijan, 

Turkey, Western Arabian Peninsula, India 

(Kerala)) and southwards to Africa (Algeria, 

Tunisia, Morocco) (Bohinc et al., 2011; 

Sebastian & Akhilesh 2016; Aslan & Ghahari, 

2017). Here, a new host plant was recognised 

as Acalypha indica (L.) (Euphorbiaceae). 

Despite of its medicinal properties the plant is 

also considered as an obnoxious weed 

throughout India. This infestation was 

observed in the morning 9:14 am on 11 

October, 2019 in Jemadeipur Village 

(20.17967ᵒN, 85.09559ᵒE), Nayagarh Dist., 

Odisha, India. The feeding behaviour was 

observed in the field. The specimens were 

collected in vials containing 70% ethanol and 

sent to entomologists at the Department of 

Entomology, College of Agriculture, OUAT, 

Bhubaneswar, Odisha for proper identification 

of the specimen. The present record appears to 

extend the known distribution of this species 

eastwards from Kerala to Odisha. 

Acknowledgement 

I am grateful to the entomologists at the 

Department of Entomology, College of 

Agriculture, OUAT, Bhubaneswar, Odisha for 

proper identification of the specimen. 

References 
Aslan E. G. & H. Ghahari. 2017. An 

Annotated Synopsis of the Flea Beetles of Iran 

with New Records (Coleoptera: 

Chrysomelidae: Galerucinae: Alticini). 

mailto:ashirwadaspire351@gmail.com


Vol. 22 (1), March, 2020 BIONOTES 

 3 

Transactions of the American Entomological 

Society 143(3): 633-667. 

Bohinc, T., M. Vidrih & S. Trdan. 2011. 

Massive occurrence of Podagrica fuscicornis 

(L.) (Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae) on common 

marshmallow (Althaea officinalis L.). Acta 

agriculturae Slovenica 97. 10.2478/v10014-

011-0020-x. 

Dobson, J.R. 2001. An infestation 

of Podagrica fuscicornis (Linnaeus) 

(Chrysomelidae) on cultivated 

Malvaceae. The Coleopterist 10(2): 50. 

Farahbakhsh Gh. 1961. Chrysomelidae 

(Coleoptera). Pp. 89–92 in: Farahbakhsh Gh 

(ed.), A checklist of economically important 

insects and other enemies of plants and 

agricultural products in Iran. Department of 

Plant Protection, Ministry of Agriculture 

Publication, Tehran. 133 pp. 

Modarres Awal, M. 1997. Chrysomelidae, 

Halticidae. Pp. 151-153 in: Modarres Awal M 

(ed.), List of agricultural pests and their 

natural enemies in Iran. Ferdowsi University 

Press, Mashhad. 429 pp. 

Petitpierre, E. 1985. Notas faunisticas y 

ecologicas sobre Chrysomelidae (Coleoptera) 

de Mallorca y Catalunya. Bolleti - Societat 

d’Historia Natural de les Balears, 29: 31-36. 

Sebastian, C. D., & P. Akhilesh. 2016. Genetic 

diversity analysis of the flea beetle, Podagrica 

fuscicornis (Chrysomelidae) using 

mitochondrial cytochrome oxidase subunit I 

gene marker. International Journal of Applied 

and Natural Sciences. 6: 17-24. 

Troukens W, H. Raemdonck & A. 

Drumont. 2018. De stokroosaardvlo, 

Podagrica fuscicornis (Coleoptera: 

Chrysomelidae) in de Benelux. Phegea 46(2): 

70-72. 

 

  

Fig. 1-4: showing severe infestation of Podagarica fuscicornis (Chevrolat, 1837) on Acalypha indica (L.) 

(Euphorbiaceae). 


